This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

3.   “A Life Well Lived!”                

Study Guide for:  September 22-23, 2007                                                   Scripture: Phil. 3:7-11
Theme:  “An uncluttered life leaves room for real living, time for relationships with God, family, friends, neighbors, etc!”          

READ IT:

One of the life changing results in becoming a follower of Jesus Christ is that He changes your “worldview.”  It’s amazing how our training, education and experiences shape our thinking as to what’s really important in life.  Through T.V, listening to significant people and observing the attraction of pleasure, power and possession we give priority for our time and effort.  But spending time with Jesus will change that!

Our lives can be pulled in so many directions.  To get ahead financially, we compete in the market place.  To be sure our children are secure and well cared for, we provide things, sporting opportunities, education as well as some religious training.  We want it all and so we try to divide up our time, energy and efforts to make it all happen.

When we are confronted by Jesus and become His followers, He has an amazing way of challenging our worldview and priorities of what’s really important in life.  As one person put it, “when I viewed my life from a hearse… I came to realize that life is short and eternity is forever”. Jesus invites us to look at life’s purpose and priorities from His perspective.      (John 10:10)

In this week’s study, the Apostle Paul exposes himself by showing that His life was cluttered with so many wrong ambitions and priorities.  He realized that at one time he was  overly driven by His own ambitions, goals and desires.  Having come to know Jesus.  Now, he was willing to let go of his grip on life so that he could be more open and responsive to God’s perspective, direction, insight and power.  Jesus changed Paul’s ambitions and priorities, what does he want to change in yours?                           

KNOW:

1 What were things in Paul’s life that he believed at one time were important? Phil. 3:4-6
2 Looking at these priorities of Paul from the context of his culture, were they important? Why?

3 What new focal point changed his perspective?  3:7-9    

4 Examine verse 9 and explain what new realization changed Paul’s whole view on life?

5 What became Paul’s new ambition and how did it redefine his priorities?                          3:9-10; Rom.8:29; Eph. 4:22-24

BE:

1 What sort of things can clutter up our lives, and draw us away from knowing Christ in a deeper way?              
2 Why do we tend to base our worth as Christian on our performance?                                                                            
3 As you evaluate where and how you spend your time, energy and money what does it tell you about your priorities in life?
4 What would it mean for you to “share in Christ’s sufferings?”
DO:

1 Take a sheet of paper and write down things cluttering your life.   

2 What can be cut from your hectic life that would leave you more time in getting to know Christ?                                  

3 What specific commitment will you make this week in order to build into relationships with others?  
